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Nomination for Posts at the Department of Defense
November 23, 1993

The President announced today that he has
nominated Richard F. Keevey to be the Chief
Financial Officer of the Department of Defense
and Stephen M. Ryan to be the Department’s
Inspector General.

‘‘We must ensure that our Nation’s defense
dollars are spent frugally, and that the vast oper-
ations of the Pentagon are managed in the most
efficient manner possible,’’ said the President.
‘‘Under Secretary Aspin’s leadership, great

strides have been taken towards eliminating
waste and fraud, and ensuring the most cost-
effective procurement and management proc-
esses possible. With a seasoned manager like
Richard Keevey and an experienced investigator
like Stephen Ryan on board, those efforts will
progress even further.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the State Dinner for President Kim Yong-sam of South Korea
November 23, 1993

Mr. President, Mrs. Kim, distinguished guests,
4 months ago the First Lady and I were deeply
honored by the warm hospitality that the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Kim extended to us during our
visit to Korea, including a memorable state din-
ner at Korea’s Blue House. Tonight it is our
pleasure to welcome President and Mrs. Kim
to the first state dinner we’ve held here at the
White House.

Mr. President, your leadership for democracy
and your great personal sacrifice in the cause
of democracy in Korea has been an inspiration
to freedom-loving people around the world. And
you have provided leadership, as well, for your
country’s remarkable economic performance
which has made Korea a model for other na-
tions. Terrain that once was bomb-scarred and
war-ravaged today supports modern factories
and new skyscrapers. In just 33 years, Korea’s
output has increased an astounding 100-fold.

The optimism and perseverance that have
made South Korea great can also be found in
abundance here in our Korean-American com-
munity. Over 1 million Korean-Americans today
are contributing greatly to the dynamism of our
American life. They are building bonds of co-
operation across an ocean of opportunity, bonds
that will serve our two nations well as we meet

the many challenges that face us both in the
years ahead.

For 43 years, Mr. President, America and
Korea have stood shoulder to shoulder to pre-
serve security on the peninsula. Today, new
challenges such as North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram continue to demand our vigilance and our
determined effort. But they also demand that
we demonstrate vision. You and I share a vision,
Mr. President, a vision of a Korea at peace
and one day reunited on terms acceptable to
the Korean people.

During my visit to Korea in July, I was moved
not only by the beauty of the ‘‘Land of the
Morning Calm’’ but also by the spirit of the
people. When I visited Seoul, I gained a better
appreciation of the scope of Korea’s economic
success, the miracle on the Han. When I stood
on the somber bridge at the Point of No Return,
I gained a deeper appreciation for Korea’s con-
tinuing security challenges. When I spoke to
the National Assembly, I gained an inspiring
appreciation of Korea’s commitment to democ-
racy. And when I went jogging with President
Kim, I gained a fresh appreciation for the
warmth, the vigor, and the endurance of Korea’s
leader.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:07 Oct 23, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00768 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\93PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



2065

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Nov. 24

President Kim, it is with great admiration for
you and for the people of Korea that I invite
everyone here to join me in a toast to you
and to the Republic of Korea. May democracy
continue to flourish there, and may the dream
of peaceful reunification on the Korean Penin-
sula soon become a reality.

To President and Mrs. Kim and the people
of the Republic of Korea. Hear, hear.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters at the Thanksgiving Turkey
Presentation Ceremony
November 24, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen and boys and girls. It’s good to see you
here. I want to especially thank Congresswoman
Leslie Byrne for joining us, along with Stuart
Proctor, the National Turkey Federation presi-
dent, and the turkey, clapping for the presi-
dent—[laughter]—Thomas Bross, the chairman
of the federation and a turkey farmer from
Pennsylvania who raised this year’s Thanksgiving
turkey, and the National Turkey Federation
staff. Finally, I want to welcome the fourth-
grade students who are here from Springfield
Estates Elementary School in Springfield, Vir-
ginia. Welcome to all of you. I’m glad you’re
here for Thanksgiving.

As President, this is my first year to have
the honor of accepting the annual Thanksgiving
turkey and granting the turkey the annual Presi-
dential pardon. [Laughter] After this ceremony,
this turkey will retire to a 1930’s working farm
replica in Northern Virginia.

We’ve come together today to have a little
fun but also to express our gratitude in this
Thanksgiving season for God’s many blessings,
a time to impress upon younger people the her-
itage of our Nation and the commitment we
all have to justice and freedom and peace.

It’s also a time to reach out in service to
others not as fortunate as we are. In a few
hours, Hillary and I will visit the new Covenant
Baptist Church here in Washington where
church members and homeless families are com-
ing together to prepare a Thanksgiving dinner.
Thanksgiving, when we all bask in the generosity
and hospitality of our own family and friends,
reminds us that we also belong to a larger com-
munity full of people who often are not as fortu-
nate as we are.

It’s a time to value those things and to re-
member how strong we are when we come to-

gether to overcome adversity. In the last few
months I’ve had a chance to spend a lot of
time in the Middle West, dealing with the floods
and their aftermath, and then last Sunday I went
to church in California with two dozen people
who went through the horrible trauma of the
wildfires in the West. And I saw again what
people can do when they pull together and re-
member that we are all in this together.

Tomorrow, I’ll have the great good fortune
of celebrating Thanksgiving with my family, re-
flecting on the past year and looking to the
future. I’ll have the chance to say a prayer of
thanks for the many blessings that I have en-
joyed. I ask all of you to do that. I wish you
well on this Thanksgiving and to remember also
our continuing obligations for our fellow Ameri-
cans who don’t have many of the things we
take for granted. Together we can make this
country stronger and have even more to be
thankful for next Thanksgiving.

Thank you very much. [Applause] And thank
you for the applause.

Somebody pointed out this morning that this
may not be the only turkey I’ve had in my
administration, but this is one I will certainly
set free. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President spoke with the chil-
dren.]

Turkey Presentation
The President. I’m experienced in this. I come

from the fourth largest turkey-growing State in
the country .

Q. Is this your first Presidential pardon?
The President. It is my first Presidential par-

don.
Q. You’re going into great detail over this—
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